Social & Economic Aspects of Irish Society

This course examines aspects of modern Ireland from a social and economic point of view. We look at the rich historical and cultural heritage that has shaped the modern Ireland. We also look at the “The Celtic Tiger” phenomenon and the serious challenges now facing Ireland in the face of the world recession.

The subject is divided into two parts:

Irish Economics

Course Content:

1.  From poor man of Europe to Europe’s shining star

2. The Celtic Tiger: Explaining Ireland’s Economic Boom 

3. Where do we go now? Opportunities and challenges

4. Social consequences of the Celtic Tiger

5.  Economic Progress versus Environmental Protection 

Teaching and Learning Methods:

Three hours of classes per week 

Reading List:

O’Hagan, J.W. (editor), The Economy of Ireland, Gill and Macmillan, Dublin,

2005

Clinch, P et al. After the Celtic Tiger, O’Brien Press, Dublin, 2002

Mac Sharry, P., The Making of the Celtic Tiger: The Inside Story of Ireland’s Boom Economy, Mercier, Cork, 2000. 

Sweeney, P., The Celtic Tiger, Oaktree Press, Dublin, 1999

Kennedy, Giblin and McHugh, The Economic Development of Ireland in the

Twentieth Century, Routledge, 1988.

Irish Society

Course Content:

1: Introduction – key facts and figures

2: The story of Ireland part l

3: The story of Ireland part ll

4: Politics in Ireland

5: Northern Ireland

7: The Irish Language

8: Irish Literature and Music

Teaching and learning methods:

One and a half hours of class per week

Reading list

O'Brien, Marie. Ireland: A concise history (3 rev ed)

Beckett, J C.  The Making of Modern Ireland 1603-1923  (New ed.)

Brown, Terence Ireland - A Social and Cultural History 1922-1985 

Coakley, John.  Politics in The Republic of Ireland (2nd Ed)

Dunn, Seamus. Facets of the Conflict in Northern Ireland

Coogan, Tim Pat. Ireland in the twentieth century

Kiberd, Declan. Inventing Ireland: The Literature of the modern nation.

McMurchaidh, Ciarán. Who Needs Irish? (Veritas) 

